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Dr. Coo Ling Fin’s greetings of the 
season to his fellow members did not 
arrive from Yon Province in time to 
make our preChristmas number due to 
an unfortunate mixup. In some still 
unexplained manner his message was 
missent to Russia and it was only 
through the sharp eye and prompt 
action of our Soviet Correspondent, 
Shuless Nick Khrushchev of Moscow 
Heights, that it reached us at all. 
Nick will be remembered by many 
of us for his aggressive handling of 
the big air cooled Foote during the 
huge rally in New York last Season. 
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Right after the First World War I 


landed a job with Walter Kneip. He had been the commercial 
car engineer at Franklin but at that time was Franklin dealer 
in both Washington and Baltimore. He needed an office manager 
at Washington. I must have told a convincing story for I got 
the job all right. I probably neglected to tell Walter that I hadn’t 
the foggiest idea of the difference between debit and credit (OK, 
wise guy, are you sure just offhand?) After a very short career 
in that exalted job Kneip “promoted” me to the parts department. 

Shortly after the last Trek I was talking to one of our 
Baltimore members and mentioned Walter. I was distressed to 
learn from his conversation that Walter had died earlier in the 
year. Back at the hotel I called the home to express my regrets. 
Somewhat taken back I found myself talking to Walter who 
solemnly assured me that he believed our other member was 
mistaken! Naturally I used the opportunity to worm a story out 
of him on commercial cars at Franklin. 

The story of Franklin’s venture into the commercial field 
appears elsewhere in this number in the form of a long letter 
from Walter to me. ... AHA 


The cover picture shows a group of Franklin people at the 
summer home of John Wilkinson at Lake Skaneateles. The hand- 
some, debonaire young buck at the wheel of the runabout on the 
left is none other than Walter Kneip, author of the truck story 
in this issue. Arthur Holmes at the controls of the next one, 
then Mel Bates of Transcontinental fame, toward the lake, in 
turn, are John Wilkinson and Clayton Carris. 


-l- 


The inside cover picture shows a wayside meeting of a 1906 
Model D and a Ford of about the same vintage “somewhere in 
Nevada”. Member Sam DeBolt, the new president of the Horse- 
less Carriage Club, sent us this interesting photograph quite 
some time ago. The people shown were unidentified. The front 
spring on the Franklin has led a hard life. 


Elsewhere in’ this number is a classic period story by Mr. 
Hubbard. The story deals primarily with the influence of Frank 
deCausse on design for the Franklin but also picks up here 
and there references to others who designed for Franklin. It 
also includes comment on the long lost design of the Airman 
version that probably would have been the regular 1935 pro- 
duction if the company had lived. 

Only days after complete layout on Mr. Hubbard’s article 
had been completed we received through Captain Condit a 
1956 letter from Ralph Hamlin to Carl Doman, that adds a bit 
of interest. The letter had a notation by Mr. Doman to for- 
ward it to us. Just why it tock six years to reach us we can- 
not answer, anyway here is part of Hamlin’s story on the break- 
away from the traditional Franklin. 

Ralph’s letter mentions discussion on the matter with a 
number of dealers,” . we had all agreed that the installation 
of a dummy radiator would solve the trouble, Mr. Franklin 
said his engineers had told him it would not be done on account 
of the wood frame and flaxibility of the chassis. I told him 
the Murphy Body Company of Pasadena said they could do the 
job. The next day he gave me a letter to proceed with no limit 
as to expense. That same week they expressed a chassis to 
Los Angeles. It took longer to complete the job than originally 
figured. The front end looked similar to the Lincoln at that 
time and was a beautiful job. We shipped it back. All I could 
learn was that at about the time the chassis was shipped to 
me Mr. Franklin made a deal with Frank deCausse, a famed 
designer, to proceed with the same idea. This was the design 
accepted which became the Series 11 . . a beautiful job.” 


HAROLD F. THOMAS 


Member Harold F. Thomas of Arlington, Virginia 
passed away during the past year. 


DeWITT TALLYN 


DeWitt Tallyn, longtime memper from Benson, Illinois 
died suddenly last Spring. We did not learn of his passing 
until quite recently. 
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wheel of the Type E. The caption under the original picture stated, “It will do 36.” 
Harry Pulfer of California sent us this picture. 


Below shows the same car now. A 1960 Christmas card from Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert C. Dahl. 


A half dozen years ago while Miles Amick was doing research for his story, 
The Franklin Cross Engine, he came upon a date 1905 Franklin advertisement 
and several automobile trade journals that announced the continuance of the 
Type E for 1906. One of these trade journal writeups described certain modi- 
fications that were to be incorporated into the Type E for 1906. One of these 
was to be a new mechanical oiler that was to feed both the engine and the 
planetary transmission. Another “improvement” was to be 


- 


the placing of the change speed lever inside the 
car instead of its former position on the right side 
of the frame, this was to “facilitate the use of 
curtains or an enclosed type of body.” Beyond these 
several mentions of the 1906 model he was unable 
to dig up any further date or any Serial numbers 
that indicated Type E had actually been built after 
1905. The late John Burns was consulted on this 
and he stated that no such Type Es were actually 
built and that the full cross engine series was dis- 
continued with the close of 1905, but with the 
possibility that stocks on hand may have been 
built up after the turn of the year. For once Mr. 
Burns seems to have been mistaken. 

Some time ago we received from Mr. Harry 
Pulfer of California a clipped picture from a 
magazine, c 1928, that clearly shows such a Type 
E. This picture, over thirty years old, shows the 
owner Mr. Robert C. Dahl, of Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, at the wheel of a car that unquestionably 
has an inside mounted clutch lever. Through de- 
vious ways, including Member Hal Dahl (who 
proved to be no relation) and a Mrs. Larson (who 
turns out to be the sister-in-law of Mrs. Robert 
Dahl) we managed to reach Mr. Robert C. Dahl 
and learned that he and his brother, Leif Dahl, 
still own this car after some thirty years and 
that it is still running. 

Mr. Dahl reports (correction; he is now Member 
Dahl) that this is the first car sold by Mr. James 
Lyon, Grand Forks’ first automobile dealer. It 
was purchased by a Mr. Trepanier, a Grand Forks 
druggist, and after several owners was finally 
purchased by the Dahl brothers, Robert and Leif, 
about thirty two or more years ago. For $50.00! ! 

According to Robert Dahl’s description the car 
does have an inside clutch lever and has a round 
leather belt driven mechanical oiler mounted on 
the passenger side of the dashboard. It also in- 
cludes a wheel mounted odometer, which must 
have been an accessory. It still has its original 
paint, a very dark red with black striping. The 
engine number is 2300 and the Serial number is 
E2766. These numbers are interesting, the highest 
Serial number for a cross engine that Miles Amick 
was able to trace was 2033. Of course engine 
numbers very seldom agreed with Serial numbers 
but the number E2766 is definitely in the 1906 
block of numbers according to the best lists avail- 
able, it appears to be the 732nd number assigned 
that year. This does not give much help in deter- 
mining how many Type Es may have been built 
that year for a total of all models built in 1906 
was 1304. A block of numbers running from 2034 
to 3338 was assigned to the year’s production. 

This is probably the only Type E of its kind 
“alive” but we would be much interested to learn 
of any others that may be known. 


The same car in 1923 with W. R. Elliott ait the wheel. 
The Dahls bought this car from Mr. Elliott. 
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This chass's plan is from a 1904 manual. It shows the transitional drum 
type ignilion device driven in same manner as later HERZ timer. It also 
shows the Apple Dynamo, furnished as regular equipment on the earlier 
cars, usually in conjunction with an accumulator, though this drawing shows 
dry batteries. Apparenily it was cranked on the dry cells and then switched 
to dynamo, but why two sets of cells? 


This interesting cylinder is from the 1903 Runabout belonging to Karl Binner 
of Texas. In 1902 and 1903 there was no provision made for adjustment 
of rocker arms, the rod had to be forged out longer or shortened as needed. 
Some past owner of this car made up new rockers and added a plain cap- 
screw with lock nut, thus securing quile accurate adjustment. 


The charm of motoring 


in a Franklin is due to its enormous power, 


its lightness and ease of control. 


Water-cooled cars have been developed to a high degree of excellence— 
especially since they have followed the lead of the Frenélin in adopting four 
cylinders. But so long as they are hampered by their heavy and cumbersome 
water apparatus, and their power is exhausted through great weight and wasteful 


in every Franklin car. 
Runabout 20 H. P. Touring-car 
Light Tonneau 30 H. P. Touring-car 


Send for catalogue and booklet which tells of the Franéiin’s record run from San 


Francisco to New York. Both books are read fror: cover to cover. 


H. H. FRANKLIN MFG. CO., Syracuse, N. Y. 


Member Assoceation | kamsed A wtemetile Mame (a Ceres 
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Even then they back dated them! This Seattle car, proudly carrying the 1903 date is actually 
a 1904 with at least one 1905 improvement. For example: 1904 was only year of curved dash- 
board, was first year to use drop in frame at transmission. 1903 has only one brake band and 
it is on the differential. 1904 had internal brakes at the wheels, this car shows a modification to 
external brakes, regularly used (with somewhat different linkage) in 1905. The pictured car 
shows Q. D. rims of what appears to be 30” size. Regular equipment was 28 x 3 clincher. Also 
the car seems to lack an engine, no sign of flywheel or transmission and the customary needle 


valve handle and the coil box are both missing. —Courtesy of James Beal 


LOZIER 


Herbert Lozier, who wrote for us the 
excellent study of the AEROCAR, sent in 
this picture of an unusual, to say the 
least, 1904 Cross Engine. The car belonged 
to family friends of the Loziers and the 
picture was taken in 1914. If you recall 
the fine story Austin Clark wrote for us 
on the original air cooled Chevrolet you 
may remember his comment, “However, 
to continue the calories in their flight, 
further arrangements must be made, as 
any owner of a cross engine Franklin will 
confess.” This provoked the Editorial 
comment, “What further arrangements?” 
We know of no cross engine running to- 
day with any modifications to the cool- 
ing arrangements. Could it be that Clark 
knew of this car? For certainly, even by 
modern Detroit standards, this could 
hardly be called a styling advance, it just 
must have been an attempt to increase 
the flow of air, maybe it even worked as 
an improvement at low road speeds. Even 
so we stick by our guns for we did show 
the prescience to specify “running today,” 
and we feel sure the pictured car will 
not let us down on that statement. 

This Franklin appears to have a home 
made top and bows. Also fenders and 
running boards that are unlike anything 
we ever encountered on a cross engine. 
The dashboard, too, seems different from 
a Syracuse product and there is some 
sort of door or enclosure on the driver’s 
side, wonder how they worked that gosh 
awful long throw on the change lever? 
As the owner was then fifty seven years 
old and the picture is forty six years ago, 
guess we won’t even try to ask for the 
answers. 

Could it be that customizing really 
started in Ohio, and not in California as 
every magazine would lead you to believe? 
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Walter Kneip 
talks about 
TRUCKS 


Onetime Commercial Engineer tells the 
story of Franklin in this field 


I came to work for Franklin in the summer of 1906 under 
Art Holmes who was then assistant to John Wilkinson. Ralph 
Vail was in charge of the Experimental Engineering Laboratory. 
We were all from the University of Michigan. I understood that 
in some fashion I succeeded a Mr. Chase, who had developed a 
two cycle air cooled engine for commercial car use.!1 I never met 
Mr. Chase nor did I ever see any experimental cars of his 
(production nor had any been sold or offered for sale to my 
knowledge. The car you mention as a 1905 pick-up must have 
been the one used by Mr. Bray who was the expediter of experi- 
mental materials, castings, aluminum, iron, brass and bronze. As 
I remember, it was just a passenger car chassis with a little 
pick-up body.2 

Although I was nominally commercial car engineer the fact 
was that I was at first really sort of an assistant to Holmes and 
spent much of my time helping out on special research jobs. 

For instance the 1908 Model G had a ten tooth pinion in the 
rear axle gear set. The teeth were of course under cut at the 
roots and had an annoying habit of dropping out at about eight 
to ten thousand miles. The Service Department and the engi- 
neers went into a huddle and we younger ones suggested a com- 
plete redesign of the rear axle, beefing it up considerably in 
weight, but J. W. refused, saying that somewhere we could find 
a material that would stand up and, of course, I got the job. As 
you can imagine this was what is now euphemistically called a 
“crash program.” In those days it just meant get a hell of a lot 
busier than usual, pronto. 

It had been my job to interview salesmen and sift out what 
seemed solid for further contact with Art and J. W. One of 
these fellows represented an importer of Krupp of Germany and 
I soon had a large bar of steel which we sliced off in lengths 
and cut down to size. Attached to the bar were tags giving com- 
plete directions in German for heat treatment. Our tests showed 
that the problem had been solved, but J. W. said, “not completely,” 
and that two American sources of supply must be found. 

In these days there were two steel mills in Syracuse, Sander- 
son a subsidiary of Crucible Steel Company of America and 
Holcomb Steel Company with its electric furnace. Both of these 
plants produced crucible steel. At Sanderson Mr. Ed French was 
in charge of sales and Dr. Matthews was the metallurgist. I 
called on them to find out if they could duplicate the Krupp steel. 
Dr. Matthews said, “of course they could but why bother because 
there wasn’t any great market for anything but cold rolled or 
run of mili?” Well somehow I got the good doctor interested 


professionally and we soon had samples which gave better 
results than the Krupp. As a result J. W. invited them over to 
our plant and an arrangement was made for us to submit our 
parts drawings to Dr. Matthews with a description of the func- 
tion of the part and he would in turn recommend the chemical 
content and heat treatment. This collaboration pointed out the 
great importance of metallurgy and resulted in the employment 
of Mark Lothrop as metallurgist of Franklin. He, too, was fresh 
out of the University of Michigan and later on became president 
of Timken Roller Bearing Company. I might say that J. W. was 
highly pleased because even if the raw material cost more we 
didn’t have to use so much of it and the total car could be lighter. 

To get back to commercial cars, our basic approach to the 
design was to keep the chassis short and the dead weight down 
so that the payload would be high. Naturally this called for a 
cab over engine design. At that time all of the so-called heavy 
duty trucks were chain driven from a jackshaft at the rear of 
the transmission. They were noisy and dirty and wore out 
rapidly. Art Holmes called for a worm drive rear axle and we 
did a lot of experimental work trying to develop a case hardened 
steel worm meshing with a case hardened steel gear. Under light 
loads its mechanical efficiency was very good but under heavy 
loads it wasn’t so good. We finally adopted a steel worm and 
bronze gear which performed with reasonable satisfaction. 

In those days no one dreamed of using pneumatics on a truck 
no matter how small and light, so ours, too, were shod with 
solid tires. . 

When taxicabs came into the picture in New York City they 
were all importations from Europe and naturally when called 
upon to produce a sample taxi for exhibition at the New York 
Auto Show, we used our cab over engine chassis and mounted a 
fine coach body on it. The idea didn’t take, engineers often miss 
the boat in judging public acceptance. 

We sold some one ton capacity cab over engine, worm drive 
and solid tired trucks as early as 1907. I can tie this date because 
the panic of 1907 shut down the plant and we youngster engineers 
were retained although we expected the pink slip each month. 
Naturally we all doubled in brass and glad to do it. It fell to 
my lot to go to Williamsport, Pennsylvania to install some new 
worm gear sets in a couple of trucks. I'll never forget it. I 
arrived in the middle of the night and had to leg it to my hotel. 
Lord my tools were heavy! In the morning I found out that 
the tool bag contained about thirty pounds of extra weight in 
lead which my roommates Ray Stewart and Leigh Evans had 
packed for me in silence. Otherwise they were swell fellows. 
Stewart was later the Stewart of Lippard-Stewart trucks. Lip- 
pard was Mr. Frarkiin’s male secretary. 


1Mr. Chase went on to form his own company. We hope in the future to 
have an article on the Chase cars—Ed. 


2See ACN No. 18. 


The 1907 one tonner with solid tires. The original Model L. This shows 
the familiar round grille, later models used two rectangular grilled doors 
in the same position. This round grille also appears to be split into a pair 
of hinged doors. 
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Well, when the panic was over we really went to work. We 
had experimental trucks on the road every day and in the shop 
every night. Those solid tires really shook them apart. I couldn’t 
see how anybody could afford to run them at any speed faster 
than a slow walk. By the way, if anybody should ever try to 
tell you that tire blowouts are a purely pneumatic tire phenome- 
non, let me tell you that if you tried to get a little sustained 
speed on solid tires they would not only explode but also burn 
up. I got one of the top men of Goodrich interested in the prob- 
lem and their experimental laboratory produced a set or two of 
heavy duty tires, about 36” x 5%”, so we mounted them on one 
test truck and soon found that the driver could park it, wash up 
and go home, while his partner would have plenty to do before 
he could get started the next day. That settled the speed and 
load question and that chassis went into production. Of course 
orders would come in for special bodies and some of them were 
pretty long necessitating longer frames, brake rods, drive shafts, 
and other changes. Filling these orders called for special speci- 
fications covering these items. F. J. Haynes, Production Manager, 
used to call me Mr. Except, with many choice adjectives, because 
the specifications always started out as, “Model L with the 
following exceptions.” 


Before we adopted pneumatics, Frank Bliven, a former 
Franklin road man, then a salesman for our Washington, D.C. 
dealer, came up with a contract to provide a sixteen passenger 
bus for use on 16th St. N.W. Frank came from Homer, New 
York, the home of David Harum and the town boasted a body 
manufacturer who had specialized in horsedrawn street cars, then 
decidedly on the way out. Old Mr. Ellis had one of these old 
jobs and converted it to fit the chassis we provided. I believe 
this was the first car whose interior was lighted by electricity. 
Just ordinary carbon filaments. We had the devil of a time get- 
ting it to Washington because it was too high to get through the 
railroad tunnels at Baltimore, but I saw it in action and rode in 
it many times as an ordinary passenger. I never did know what 
finally became of it. 


ee 


On that chassis we built and sold police wagons and hotel 
buses. As I look back on it now we didn’t ever get into the 
business of producing a lot of one thing. Every order was special. 
For instance we sold a couple of C. O. E. jobs mounted on chilled 
cast iron wheels like those used on railroads but a whole lot 
lighter. One went to West Virginia for use in a coal mine and 
one to Alaska for a different kind of mine. 

When in 1910 we adopted the down draft, over vertical cooling 
flanges, induced by a flywheel Sirocco fan, we were all set to go 
with what seemed to be then the accepted style of taxicab. Our 
hood could then be any shape we wanted and we adopted the 
sloping hood like the Renault which I believe was the pioneer 
taxicab. Unlike today’s taxis, the driver’s seat was exposed. The 
passengers were inside the body proper completely cut off from 
the driver except by speaking tubes. It was a sporty looking 
outfit but driver resistance even though unsupported by union 
action was enough to produce the change to what we have today. 

From a sales point of view we found it difficult to break in 
because most of the large taxicab installations were really a 
railroad terminal function and the ALCO cab made by the 
American Locomotive Company had the inside track, you might 
say the only track. However, we did fairly well and those who 
used our cabs made money. 

The exclusive right to provide taxicab service at railroad 
terminals was much sought after and when the Westcott Express 
Company landed this privilege at the New York Central Ter- 
minal, the news was front page stuff in the Wall Street Journal. 
Unfortunately we didn’t have a chance as far as supplying the 
cabs went, but Westcott found the venture a losing one. 

So they employed J. G. White Consulting Engineers to find 
out why. S. G. Averill, of their staff, who purchased the first 
Franklin car and was a close friend of John Wilkinson, asked 
him to lend me to make the investigation. Well, we knew those 
ALCO cabs weren't very efficient, so I examined records which 
proved our point but we couldn’t account for the iremendous daily 
losses. ' 


This seems to be the first production taxi. It is mounted on a 1910 Model G 
chassis and uses the round hood as did all other models of that year. The 
Renault hood came in 1911. Probably all taxis with Renault hood were also 
built on 1911 chassis. 
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FOUR CONSECUTIVE WINS ARE PROOF 
OF FRANKLIN SUPERIORITY 


. Ton-Mile Cost Ton-Mile Cost 
Contest Distance of Franklin of Competitors 
Philadelphia North American Average cost all con- 
G r. a 120 miles} $.0128 testants excluding 
ity—Camden Franklin $.0227 


Aug. 12-13, 1910 
Boston American Reliability 


Run. Quadrilateral course $.0044 | Average cost all con- 
Boston—Lowell— 120 miles} (World's testants excluding 
Newburyport—Boston Record) Franklin $.0233 
Oct. 21-22, 1910 

Portland, (Ore.) Journal Other trucks cost as 
Truck Reliability Run 56 miles} $.0225 high per ton mile 
Jan. 21 1911 as $.09 

Los Angeles Examiner Truck Average cost all con- 
Reliability Run 165 miles} $.028 testants excluding 
May 22, 23 and 24, 1911 Franklin $.0405 


Light, strong and resilient construction, an air-cooled motor 
and large pneumatic tires are the reasons for the superior econ- 
omy of the Franklin truck. 

Pneumatic tires are more economical than solid tires because 
they cushion road shock and greatly reduce wear and tear; they 
increase efficiency by permitting more rapid service than can be 
safely maintained with a solid-tired truck. The air-cooled motor is 
absolutely dependable under the hardest service in all kinds of 


weather. 


Let us make an engineering analysis of your present 
truck service. If the Franklin truck can save you 
money, we will show you how and where. 


FRANKLIN AUTOMOBILE COMPANY 
Syracuse N Y 


¥ mee ~S 
iS ae ee 


Philadelphia August 12, 1910 


Portland January 11, 1911 
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May 22-23-24, 1911 
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The fine coachwork on the Franklin taxicab displayed at the New York 
Auto Show. This is the one that “did not take” according to the author. 
It appears to be a 1908 Model, possibly the alcohol engine job though it is 
not so identified. 


So one bright sunshiny day, disgusted at the lack 
of progress, I knocked off account sleuthing and went over to 
the Terminal to chat with the drivers and the dispatcher. For a 
while they seemed to have plenty of time to talk and then all 
of a sudden they were all in action for a short period but had 
lots of time to talk again for a longer period thereafter. When 
I asked what caused the rush the dispatcher told me that it was 
because the Twentieth Century Limited had rolled in in several 
sections about ten minutes apart and the contract required 
Westcott to have sufficient cabs on hand to take care of all 
incoming passengers. I hiked over to Tiffany’s and bought a 
fine stop watch and then got some notebooks and a supply of 
sharp pencils and went back to the dispatcher’s stand. There I 
counted and recorded the cab starts per each three minutes for 
24 hours and then proceeded to J. G. White’s drafting room and 
laid off a horizontal base line with verticals for 3 minute intervals 
and plotted the cab starts thereon. New York’s skyline had 
plenty of ups and downs but the chart of cab starts had peaks 
all right but lots more deep wide valleys. All of this was done 
because I had been cautioned that if I did find the cause of their 
trouble, to state it in a minimum of words. So underneath the 
charts, we printed our recommendations. 

1. Go out on the streets for business during the quiet 

periods or 

2. Sell half their equipment and invite other taxicabs 

to come in during the peaks. 

I appeared before the Westcott president and his board. The 
meeting lasted about five minutes. All I can remember is the 
president saying in a broad Irish brogue, “Ts. think we had to 
bring a bit of a bye from up state to tell us this. If there’d been 
horses in front of the dash instead of noisy, smelly gasoline 
engines we wouldn’t have needed his help.” Before I left for home 


The ‘05 truck mentioned by the author. This was not in production. 
It was used as plant pickup. 
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The Sixteenth Street bus mentioned by the author. A solid tired job mount- 
ing the former horse drawn street car body as supplied by “Old Mr. Ellis.” 
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I went over to say goodbye to the actual management of the 
operation who I felt had been eyeing me askance as a private 
eye of some sort. They thawed out and threw away their ulcer 
pills. The losses had been so high that top management was 
convinced that the company was being robbed. You know some- 
thing, I didn’t even get to keep the stop watch! 

You mentioned an engine operated on alcohol instead of 
gasoline. I don’t remember whether it was a taxicab motor or 
not although it might well have been.3 You see we were able to 
purchase alcohol for non-beverage and scientific research pur- 
poses sans tax and the price was about 25 cents per gallon. We 
had been watching the price of gasoline going up and up and 
\were wondering’ what would happen if oil stopped bubbling up 
out of the ground. So we installed a set of pistons which would 
extend up farther in the cylinder to create more compression. 
Then the copper fuel pipe to carburetor was wrapped around the 
exhaust manifold for preheating. At that time there were no 
selfstarters. We had to crank them up by hand down in the 
yard. As I remember this experiment was made in winter and 
getting started was a problem. I think we hooked up a small 
supply of gasoline to start on and then switched over. The per- 
formance of the motor on alcohol was fully equal to the standard 
gasoline motor, both on the road and the testing block and there 
was less carbon deposit on pistons and valves. We concluded that 
if the price of gasoline ever went over the price, sans tax, of 
alcohol that the switchover could be made. 

The last Franklin truck was a three tonner, experimental 
only, in 1911-12. The motor was four cylinder, the rear axle was 
a double reduction bevel gear and pinion plus spur gears in train. 
The main feature was that it was mounted on pneumatic tires. 
To accomplish this we had to build our own wheels to accommo- 
date dual tires. Our experience with solids vs. pneumatics on the 
one ton Model L convinced us that pneumatics should be used 
and that the only problem was to secure large enough tires and 
enough of them to carry any load. It worked out well and the 
truck was used for several years as a plant truck. 

About that time the management decided that Franklin 
should confine itself to the production of passenger cars only 
and I became the Franklin dealer in Baltimore. 

Right after the First World War the railroads were wonder- 
ing whether they should wait for the truckers to go broke run- 
ning cargos over the road on solid tires or enter the trucking 
business themselves. Mr. George M. Shriver, financial vice presi- 
dent of the B & O RR told me about it. He had an open mind 
but he said the iron wheel and rail gang were sure that the 
limitations of speed and range imposed on the trucks by the use 
of solid tires virtually eliminated them as competitors. I told him 
that it wasn’t necessary for them to run on solid tires and I 
furnished him with pictures of our experimental trucks equipped 
with pneumatics. They had a big pow-wow a short time later 
and the hard nosed rail and iron wheel men won out. So boats 
are missed and I guess we have all missed more than we have 
embarked upon. 


3J1 was, according to Onondaga Historical Society (1908) Be 
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FRANKLIN LIBRARY 


This announces the establishurnt of thy 
HH Franklin Club Library , Which we hope will 
eventually eontain one copy of every publitahion 


put out by tre Franktin Company, The library 
r will be lecoded of Syracuse so Thot it will be 


readily available +o peogle attending the annuak 


Trek. Our Libvarian i's Leonard Aqu:lino Jr, 
Bro tHickock Ave., Syracuse. He will answer 
inquiries for information corttained in the 
Library volumes, Original publications will not 


be on loan Thru the ma:l, however, as Tus wow § 


make Tham unavailable fr the hirarian’s 
reference, and wowd subject Tem Ny dancyr 
of loss, ete. Copies of the or -qinals will be 
anailable at cost. 

At preset tre Library coortains ... nothing. 


frye Who cares To contribute a Catal 
manual or any other piece of Frankiin 


or aq 


The problem of stocking The Library wl 
be taken care of i'n part, by a serves of 
Official Library Projects. The First such 
~— is aimed of Securing a Complete set 
° Oumers Bulletias Wick Fac 
out Fromtime totime fo the phivh: ie 


addresses were contained in ty ¢ 1 & 
These bulletins ¢ i in 


A Few tips from Meese bulletins- just enough +o 
Whet te appehte — have appeared in the Joun 
Buns Column. 

The Bullehin Project is being handled by 
C\\fford Boram, Box S3, Fountaun | Floridey , 
~ This case, tHe original bulletins will be 

orrewed, copied, and returned te their cumers 
\ There usil\ be tw. copes ffi, Complete set _ 
the Library ,and They will be avalabie on 
loon Thru the mal 


Any member having some of 
These Oumers Bulletins please send 
Tueir numbers te Mr Beram, He 
& 


will then ask to borrms those net 
already Coped, 


literodure vil be doing the Club a great service, 


) ontained maintenance hrs devel opal 
after the requiar cumer's manual was pnivited , 


It is none too soon to begin your preparations for your 
run to the Eight Trek. This picture shows, perhaps, one of the 
secrets that has permitted the Pirate to be our only 100% Trek 
car. Robert Moore, the copilot, is already deeply into the busi- 
ness of tuning up the famous Pirate. 

We can safely predict that Robert will be there, undoubtedly 
accompanied by our Vice-President. 

The next Trek will be the Eighth, it will also occur during 
our Tenth Year as a Club. The Committee hopes it will be 
the best so far and much planning has been one toward that 
objective. Remember, you surely don’t want to WALK, but we 
will be looking for you. Get out those tools. 


A New Club Service 


If you do not read this we cannot start it 


One of the best aids toward restoration or toward correction 
of troubles in any car is to make contact with other owners 
of a similar model car. In this Club at present it can only be 
accomplished through much searching correspondence because 
the cost of an accurate and distributed car roster is beyond the 
means of this Club. 

With your help we can set up a workable substitute for a 
regularly distributed car roster. A card file of Franklins owned 
by members is being set up by the Club Librarian at Syracuse. 
On request the Librarian will check his file for owners of any 
certain year or model Franklin and will report to the member 
making the request. 

The Librarian wishes you to report him each Franklin you 
own regardless of its condition. Cars prior to 1914 should be re- 
ported by model year, 1914 and after should be reported by Series 
as well as year of manufacture whenever known. 

Remember, this will result in a service of mutual advantage 
but will be of little value in cases where cars are carelessly 
dated. 

The next issue of the NEWLETTER will contain a tear out 
page for use in listing your cars. In future please report any 
new acquisitions or sales to the Librarian. PLEASE DO YOUR 
PART TOWARD THIS SERVICE! 


Go Back to Page 4 
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Notes on Frank deCausse 
and a bit about the 
proposed Series 20 for 1935 


The 


CONSIDERING the position of J. Frank deCausse as 
a designer of classic cars, it should be remembered that his 
design of the Series 11 Franklin came in what is regarded as 
the beginnings of the classic era of styling, 1925, and for many 
makes it would be a kindness to say that this was a marginal 
period as far as classic design went. Now, particularly with 
these facts in mind, his design for the Series 11 was absolutely 
brilliant. He achieved, in his own words, “a quiet distinction” 
that was unequalled short of such cars as the Rolls-Royce. And 
since he was working with a relatively small car, his achieve- 
ment is all the more to his credit. His design for the radiator 
shel, the clean hood and cowl, the tasteful window reveals, 
other details and the overall proportions were really excellent. 
He gave to Franklin the same advantage of style leadership in 
the industry in 1925 that Studebaker received from the Raymond 
Loewy design of 1946. And in both of these cases it is worth 
noting that the style was not only new and refreshing, but uf 
tasteful and enduring beauty. 

Information about Mr. deCausse himself does not seem to 
be available. He did work on Rolls-Royce and before coming to 
Franklin he had been the designer for Locomobile for some years. 
He probably did work on other makes, too; a guess is that the 
actual construction of his designs was done by other body firms 
under contract to him. Gaylord Hoyt, formerly of the factory 
sales staff, knew him and respected him, but indicated that he 
was decidedly the “artiste” in his mannerisms. Howard Franklin 


Series 2( 


was not around the factory too much in those years, but he did 
meet deCausse and remembers his insistence that a “coop” was 
for chickens and a coupé was to ride in. Howard said the last 
time he saw him he was suffering from cancer and that he died 
soon after that. Apparently this is the reason why the Franklin 
Series 12 and 13 cars, while still basically the deCausse design, 
were modified by the hand of Ray Dietrich. 

An interesting side light on this Series 11 is that sometime 
prior to its creation, the Southern California distributor, and 
possibly the most important Franklin dealer in the country, Ralph 
Hamlin, was putting heavy pressure on Mr. Franklin to drop his 
queer looking designs in favor of more conventional ones. Ralph, 
at his own expense, but with Mr. Franklin’s knowledge, had a 
prominent West Coast custom body builder create a prototype 
for a new Franklin sedan. Pictures of this car are not available, 
but Ralph says it couldn’t stand comparison with the deCausse 
design. Mr. Franklin is said to have paid Ralph Hamlin for his 
expense, then shipped the car back to Los Angeles as a personal 
gift to his forceful, race driving, race winning, California 
distributor. 

Permit this relatively young whippersnapper to digress for a 
moment. I have met Ralph Hamlin and talked with him at 
length several times. Also met Mr. Franklin and exchanged a 
number of letters with him. And though I never had the oppor- 
tunity to meet Mr. Wilkinson I believe I have a fair idea of 
what his personality was like. Each man a great man, but of 


; 
/ we 
} pe ab: 
/ ee =) Sle ‘ 
‘ a | M) ae 
i . i, q | Pd . 
a 4 | | Fat) (> - 
Be ; a | | pr e —~ 
. tees a; ee ~PRAA \ 
——— = . 
a ~pl TT a4 
3 \ J , tt ne } ey 
: YY 
. ‘ 
; j @ 2 - 
x i. Sh z " ; j is ai ES seen Pe he : ee ea oe e i ae te Fé a S$ 7 ry. - "sg i - 4 
otic: ae ane Poe he ee - e . ‘ie eee a oh Pe: 


quite different types, and it tickles me no end to consider the 
pressures that were known to have built up among them over 
this issue of Franklin styling. Ralph, dynamic, forceful, the 
uncomplicated leader of men, the true “captain of industry” 
type; Mr. Franklin, a man of great vision and organizational 
ability but essentially conservative and inclined to be retiring; 
John Wilkinson, a gifted designer, an idealist, but perhaps not 
always of the most practical bent. If he didn’t put the engine 
on the roof it was only because he was satisfied he could cool 
it adequately in the normal position. And yet the “Wilkinson 
Franklins,” the ones from 1902 to 1925, culminated in what many 
feel was the best Franklin of all. the 10-C of 1925. After that 
they became less like Alice in Wonderland, less utterly unlike 
their competitors. Anyway, sometime in the early 1920s, when 
Ralph Hamlin could no longer contain his exasperation with 
Syracuse, he returned there and at a luncheon with Mr. Franklin 
on the terrace of some country club near the city, he in effect 
read the riot act. He fairly demanded that something be done 
with the Franklin’s appearance. Mr. Franklin yielded, hired J. 
Frank deCausse, and you know the happy results. But, to quote 
from a recent letter from Howard Franklin, “did you know that 
the drCansse bodies caused Mr. Wilkinson to leave Franklin? 
He and H. H. did not speak for several years. J. W. spent his 
time developing a car with a flexible wheel base. He used a 
semi elliptic spring on each side to fasten the front and back 
axles together and four shocks were to keep the car level. It 
didn’t work very well, but he had fun working on it.” 


Probably the best single example of the deCausse work is 
the Series 11 coupe, a surviving example of which belongs to 
Anthony Giaimo. A beautiful car, truly remarkable when you 
consider it came out in the spring of 1925. As could be expected, 
it made a big hit in Hollywood and elsewhere, and production 
quotas for it were soon revised sharply upward. Incidentally, 
Tony Giaimo used to be the service manager in one of Ralph 
Hamlin’s agencies and in the years since has run his own garage 
in Hollywood, originally specializing in Franklin work but, of 
course, doing general automotive repair in recent years. It was 
wonderful to hear that the demand for his services in Franklin 
restoration work has become so great of late that he has finally 
closed his shop to the public and once again is doing only Frank- 
lin work. In a recent letter he said he now has seven Franklins 
in the garage—his own coupe mentioned above, a 1930 Sedan, his 
own 1930 Pursuit Phaeton, a Series 10-C Sedan, a Series 10 Tour- 
ing, a Series 11 Boat Tail Coupe and a Series 12 Roadster. I saw 
that Pursuit Phaeton last summer and there won’t be a bolt 
head on it that isn’t restored when Tony is through. The engine 
was finished and was something to beheld. Each fin on each 
cylinder head was carefully filed at the edge, then chrome plated. 
Tony knows that won’t improve the cooling, but says if he is 
going to build a car for show he wants it to be just that. Ard 
it certainly will be. 

The gradual unfolding of the Franklin story through the 
work of this club has been fascinating. Not too many years ago 
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Three 1931 Customs, all Dietrichs. 
Buchanan's Speedster. 


a 1 ; De 
J. K. BROWN 


Top to bottom, Tandem Sedan, Custom Sport Sedan and Maynard 
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I didn’t even know where the name “Franklin” came from— 
thought the car might have been named in honor of Benjamin. 
Then, around 1950 on a trip through the old James Melton 
museum in Connecticut, I gathered from a sign there that there 
actually was a Mr. Franklin—the sign said a 1911 Limousine on 
display was built especially for “Mrs. Franklin.” Soon after that 
when I decided to dig into the history of the car, my first 
letter—I forget to whom it went—stated that the only thing I 
knew about Mr. Franklin was that he was married! Of course, 
Mr. Franklin lived to be nearly 90, and was never married! From 
that inauspicious beginning I have come to feel almost as if I 
had been associated with the firm. (The car wasn’t built “spe- 
cially for Mrs. Franklin” — Melton’s own book, “Bright Wheels 
Rolling,” as written by Ken Purdy, reveals that this car was 
ordered by Sidney Shepard of New Haven as a gift to his mother, 
Mrs. Elizabeth D. Shepard, who lived in Oswego, New York.) 

What originally promised to be little more than an enquiry 
into the soul of just another cold commercial operation has 
developed into a far more rewarding quest. Of course the Frank- 
lin Company was formed and the car was manufactured for the 
purpose of making money, but somehow the bigger purpose 
seems to have been more the satisfaction its men got from the 
expression of their ideas of a superior car. Sometimes, when you 
compare the statistics with the emerging giants of the industry, 
it seems incredible that the Franklin Company should have 
existed at all, much less for 32 years. Even in 1902, when Frank- 
lir was building 13 cars, Olds turned out 2,100. Even by the mid 
1920‘s the entire 32 year Franklin production of about 153,000 cars 
would have been little more than, or even a very poor one 
season’s run for many such as Studebaker, Hudson or Dodge. 
And several firms in the history of the industry have turned 
out that many cars in eight weeks! Fact is, the Franklin was 
never really representative of American industry. If it could be 
compared at all to anything existing today it could only be to 
one of several European firms building highly specialized cars, 
the Porsche, for example. 

During the years the club has operated many of our original 
objectives have been achieved. But for me at least, one of the 
bigger ones went unsolved until the last Trek. On the first page 
of the first issue one of our aims was made the acquisition of 
pictures of what would have been the 1935 Franklin had the 
company survived into that model year. It seemed certain that 
with operations continuing as late as April 1934, some plans were 
being made for new models in 1935. In the second issue, Carl 
Doman described plans he and Ed Marks, operating indepen- 
dently at this time, had developed for a straight eight car 


A picture of the Series 11 Boattail Coupe mentioned in the story. This picture was sent us by Member 
Joseph Vanderveer of New York who tells us that the car was only fifty nine inches high. The 
“radiator” emblem is not an original, it appears to be an Indian head. 
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The Brunn Sportsman's Cabriolet shown at the Drake Hotel Show 
in November 1930. The author considers this one of the finest of 
all Franklin Classics. 


designed to compete with the Packard 120. Carl said plans and 
drawings for this car have disappeared. But at the Trek this 
year member Earl W. Bristol arrived at the banquet with a pen 
and ink drawing he had saved from the factory when it closed. 
While it is not the car Carl Doman and Ed Marks had designed 
to compete with the small Packard, it almost certainly shows 
what the company had in mind for revamping the regular Air- 
man series for 1935. It would have been the Series 20 and is 
an interesting car, clearly showing its Franklin ancestry, but 
like most cars of that year, moving additional steps away from 
the pure classic design which probably hit its peak in 1931. The 
body is a little reminiscent of the 1934 or 1935 Buicks. Several 
details are of interest: the parking lights appear to be integral 
with the spare tire holders, and the horn and headlight supports 
are combined. Also note the roof type ventilators. A fascinating 
picture—almost like adding a 33rd year to the Franklin line. And 
a “Hero” award to Mr. Bristol! 

Howard Franklin also arrived at the Trek with several 
original pictures of a custom deCausse job on a Series 11 chassis. 
This car is a landaulet type limousine, one where a section of 
the top over the rear seat folds down. Sometimes these were 
made in the town car type, which is a kind of limousine where 
the chauffeur’s compartment is open also. The original models 
of the Series 11 included a town car, called a Cabriolet, in which 
only the front compartment was open. Howard writes that Mr. 
Franklin always had specials to drive—some “awful,” some very 
interesting. Some he kept for one or two days, others for a 
month or more. 
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This fine picture of Ralph Hamlin in his gardens 
near Los Angeles was taken barely a month before 
publication. Mr. Hamlin was in large part respon- 
sible for the drastic break through in Franklin 
‘ styling brought about when Frank deCausse was 
“i retained by Mr. Franklin. The picture of Anthony 
{ Giaimo’s deCausse Coupe above contrasts strongly 
% with the previous styling as typified by this Series 
. 10 C owned by Jack. Wadsworth. 
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The deCausse Landaulet. Believed to be a personal car for Mr. Frankli: 
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What was very likely one of these specials used by Mr. 
Franklin—since the photo of it was made in a Park near Syra- 
cuse—was the 1929 Dietrich Speedster in the advertisement from 
L’'Ilustration, reprinted on the back cover of Issue No. 20. On 
seeing this, my first reaction was that it was the best picture 
I'd ever seen of a Speedster. But the more I looked at it the 
more obvious it became that there really was something extra 
special about this particular Speedster. The curve of the top at 
the rear was of a greater radius, the doors extended closer to 
the running boards, and the mouldings weren't quite identical. 
Compare this picture with the “production” ’'29 Speedster as 
shown on page 9 of Issue No. 19. Undoubtedly, it was the original 
prototype of the Speedster; probably the small modifications 
were made to facilitate production, or perhaps someone thought 
they were improving it. 

Got, a good long ride in Moody Wharam’s 1934 Series 19 
limousine at the Trek last August. If some Series 19s didn’t 
measure up to the Series 16s and earlier Franklins, this one 


must have been the exception. A beautiful car, solidly built, and 
wonderfully maintained through the years. Moody said he had 
“stalked” the car for years. It belonged to an old man in Wash- 
ington, D. C., was always chauffeur driven, carefully dusted or 
dried off after every drive. When the original chauffeur got too 
old to drive, a younger man was hired but the original kept on— 
he just moved over a little on the seat. After that the car had 
two nursemaids. 

Another picture that Howard Franklin brought to the Trek 
was of a Series 11 boat tail coupe. About half a dozen of these 
special cars were built, based on the boat tail roadster. Except 
for the black leatherette top and pinstriping, they were finished 
completely in a light cream including the chassis frame, springs, 
axles, everything. One cf these exists here in Tucson, practically 
complete, but in need of a total restoration. I always liked it 
better than the regular roadster. 

Shown with this story are three 1931 customs, all Dietrichs, 
all essentially close coupled four door sedans, but completely 
different in spirit. The Dietrich Speedster will be familiar to 
all as the one owned by Maynard Buchanan of Omaha—another 
fine J. K. Brown photograph. Angular and sporty and quite dis- 
tinctive, it was very popular for four model years, 1929 through 
1932. These bodies were built under contract with the factory 
by Ray Dietrich in his Detroit plant. The other two, while 
designed by Dietrich, were actually built by the Walker Body 
Ccmpany in Amesbury, Massachusetts. These were built as show 
cars and were displayed at the National Automobile Salons at 
the Drake Hotel in Chicago and at the Commodore Hotel in New 
York. The shows were held far enough apart to permit the cars 
to be transported from one to the other. I do not know if more 
than one of each of these was made, and have no knowledge of 
the history or existence today of either of these cars. What a 
pity! The “Custom Sport Sedan” was always one of my favorites. 
I think Ray Dietrich deserves the highest praise for this strik- 
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ingly beautiful design. The lines are gracefully smooth and 
simple—a very pleasing car and one I’d love to own. If any 
member has any knowledge of it now or at any time in the past, 
let’s hear from you! The same would apply for the third car in 
the set—the “Tandem Sedan.” Though the picture may not sup- 
port this, I believe that in the flesh this would be the most spec- 
tacular of the three cars. The other two are distinctive in a 
conservative sort of way. Not this one! This job fairly demands 
attention. Not easily discernible in the picture are the sharp, 
razor edges of the rear body panel and the complete absence 
of outside door hinges. This car was one of the earliest examples, 
possibly the first, of concealed door hinges and this feature 
attracted considerable attention from Detroit designers when it 
was put on display. 

From the standpoint of a typical classic fan, probably about 
as desirable a Franklin as was ever built was the 1931 “Sports- 
man’s Cabriolet” with body by Brunn. It’s the Lincoln Continental 
story, as has been said before—the same basic elements, a design 
that was always handsome and used on many different makes. 
If this car exists today, it’s a safe bet that the rear fenders 
will be as hard as anything on the car to restore. This design 
was at its best in forward motion, not blindly backing. For this 
picture and those of the two Dietrichs just discussed we are 
indebted to Edward Landmichl of Chicago for sending a Dealer’s 
Bulletin of the time. What a pleasure it would be to locate 
original photographs of such cars. I suggest “Hero” awards to 
anyone so doing! 


THOMAS H. HUBBARD 
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Was its slogan 


HROUGH THE CONCURRENT, though independent, 
efforts of two of our Minnesota members, we are able to publish 
this study of a rare and different sort of air cooled automobile. 
Robert L. Russell of Minneapolis dug into the microfilm files of 
The Minneapolis Journal to bring us the historical background 
of this car and some interesting notes on the people who founded 
the company and produced the car. He also drew the sketch 
that heads this story. 

Vince Jones of Duluth, who owns two of the three known 
existing examples of the Wolfe, has provided us with the tech- 
nical description of the car. Mr. Jones’ cars carry the numbers 
11 and 32, Mr. Clarion Larson of Dakota owns number 57. 

Vince Jones sent us the pictures of his No. 32 in process of 
rebuilding. We feel that more than the usual perfunctory thanks 
are due to Vince. The engine of his car was almost completely 
dismantled and he built it up for the sole purpose of taking 
these pictures for us! Now it must be torn down again for 
unfinished work. 

The quotations from The Minneapolis Journal amply define 
the design concept of these cars. It need not be repeated. This 
compromise between the high wheeled, solid tired, buggy style 
of car and the usual low, pneumatic tired, conventional auto- 
mobile of the time should have proved quite satisfactory on the 
roads of the day and area. 

In the effort to provide great road clearance the designer, 
Maurice Wolfe, used solid axles, straight and of one and a half 
inch square section, front and rear. The front ax!e was placed 
well forward of the engine so that no drop was required, no 
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doubt influenced by Continental practice of the period. A highly 
placed jackshaft amidships drove the wheels through double side 
chains, thus eliminating the low drag point of the normally 
placed differential. With the 34 x 3% tires used this resulted in 
a full, unobstructed, sixteen inches of road clearance. 

The wheel base was 108” and the tread was standard. The 
car in the photographs is equipped with full elliptic rear springs 
but utilizes half elliptics at the front, while the model shown in 
Mr. Russell’s sketch used full elliptics all around. 

The frame was a conventional steel type and mounted a five 
passenger wooden body with rear doors only. A combined step 
and chain guard provided somewhat easier access to the very 
high tonneau. This was covered with a cast aluminum step plate 
showing the word “WOLFE.” 

Drive from the engine was by means of a leather covered 
cone clutch through a short brass drive shaft to the transmission. 
This is the first instance of a brass drive shaft that we have 
known, though it may have been used in some other cars. The 
transmission was combined with the differential in one cast 
aluminum case, on the cover of which is cast the car’s name. 
From the differential sprouted a jackshaft carrying the chain 
sprockets. Control was by a pair of side levers, one operating 
the rear wheel brakes while the other controlled the three speed 
progressive gearbox. An unusual feature of this gearbox was a 
safety device whereby when the clutch is engaged a pin dropped 
into the shifting rod so that the gear lever could not be moved 
again until the pedal was fully depressed and the clutch was 
completely disengaged. 
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The steering gear, with brass spider and column, actuated a 
front mounted tie rod through the usual pitman arm and drag 
link. The steering yokes and knuckles were drop forgings. 

The engine was a four cylinder air cooled CARRICO of 
generally conventional design. The four cylinders were of 4” 
bore and stroke, equipped with the usual iron pistons. Valves 
were side by side overhead mounted in separate cages that were 
removable by taking out two capscrews. The crankshaft ran in 
three main bearings. The cylinders were cast iron with horizon- 
tal fins case in place and also vertical fins cast into the heads. 
Cooling was aided by a quite large, six bladed brass fan, that 
was belt driven from the crankshaft. Two crankcase breathers 
were provided on the left side. 

Exhaust was handled through a cast iron manifold on the 
left side. This manifold on the Jones’ car is somewhat different- 
ly laid out than the one shown in the CARRICO advertisement, 
probably to facilitate design of the rest of the exhaust train. The 
intake manifold, of brass, was mounted on the same side and 
was fed by what appears to be a Universal carburetor, though 
carrying no name. 

The oiling system contains several interesting features. A 
Kinsey four feed mechanical oiler, carrying the date of May 6, 
1906, was placed on the right side and was driven through a 
ratchet device actuated by a secondary rod attached to the 
intake rocker arm of the second cylinder. The oiler held two 
quarts but a large reserve supply was available through a gallon 
and a half tank built into the dummy radiator. This tank was 
filled through a conventional type radiator neck and cap and 
may be fed into the body of the oiler through a valve. 

Ignition was by four coils mounted on the dash and a Mosler 
timer mounted at an angle on the right side of the engine. 

The WOLFE could certainly be classed as a “Brassy.” In 
addition to the customary lamps, generator and hub caps it also 
used brass for the carburetor, intake manifold, six bladed fan 
with its pulleys and support, wire conduit, tappet guides, priming 
cups, breathers, brake and shift levers, spider and steering 
column, headlight forks, usual running board and other trim 
and the brass drive shaft. 

As the particular WOLFE is not yet on the road there is no 
performance data available. 
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The Wolfe rested undisturbed in this shed for forty years. Shed had to be 
jacked up and trenches dug to get it out. Then timbers, block and rope 
to dodge it past the tree. The hood had laid on the floor for thirty years 
and was well beaten down. 
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Articles of incorporation were filed with the Secretary of State 
today by H. E. Wilcox Motor Car Company of Minneapolis with 
$100,000.00 capital. The incorporators are John F. Wilcox, H. E. 
Wilcox, Ralph D. Wilcox, and Maurice Wolfe. 


MINNEAPOLIS JOURNAL, Jan. 26, 1907 5:3 
MINNEAPOLIS HAS AUTOMOBILE FACTORY OF ITS OWN 


More evidence of the rapidity with which Minneapolis is becom- 
ing an automobile manufacturing center is in the establishment 
of the H. E. Wilcox Motor Car Company at 1030 Marshall St. N.E. 
Touring has always been difficult throughout the West except 
in favorable weather and on hard, dry roads. The standard car 
has been one of low clearance, and therefore when heavy, soft, 
or wagon roads with deep ruts were encountered the transmission 
apparatus 1:7 axles have been hampered and put out of com- 
mission by ‘ese conditions. With these difficulties in mind, the 
designer, Maurice Wolfe, and the President of the company, H. E. 
Wilcox, have brought out a car which overcomes these most 
prevalent impediments. H. E. Wilcox, president of the company, - 
is well-known in Minneapolis, and he has been a practical auto- 
mobile man from the first. Maurice Wolfe, the designer, has had 
large experience in selling, using, and driving motor cars in the 
West, and this familiarity with the shortcomings, weak points, 
and disadvantages with the ordinary car in the West has been 
responsible in a large degree for the present handsome and prac- 
tical motor car which this company is manufacturing. There are 
a number of cars under construction now at 1030 Marshall St. 
N.E., Minneapolis. In the foundry which is in charge of an expert, 
base metals are melted under great heat in crucibles and cleverly 
heated for the difficult castings for gear and transmission cases, 
bearings, and other small parts, while molders and pattern 
makers were ‘busy with forms and models. All the soft metal 
castings for the Wolfe are made in the company’s own foundry. 
The stockroom, filled with shelves and boxes, is a very interest- 
ing place. Here all the parts are sent as soon as they are finished, 
and an ample supply of duplicate parts are on hand at all times. 
In the mchine department proper, one finds all the modern 
devices for manufacturing, electric drills, milling machinery, 
lathes, and compressed air motors for riveting and drilling, which 
insures accuracy of construction and interchangeability of parts. 
In a separate department, the bodies are made, painted, and up- 
holstered. Here the clearest kiln-dried wood is used and the 
upholstering is of hair, luxurious in appointment and of the finest 
grade material. 

Where the car actually takes on form is in the assembling room. 
Here one finds machines in all stages of construction on a pair 
of horses, a frame only. Next to this frame, with engine and 
steering post mounted, and from this stage up to a fully equipped 
car. Some of the attractive features of the finished product are 
its graceful lines of the body, air cooling system, and four cylin- 
der motor. Thirty four inch wheels are used with side chain-drive, 
the rear axle being solid. This gives a 16 inch clearance, which 
makes it possible to drive on any road, and, with full elliptical 
springs, insures the easiest riding. The cars will be sold directly 
from the factory. 
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DEEP “MYSTERY” IN THIS FACTORY 


Ssh! Atmosphere surrounds building of airship. Wilcox Brothers 
and A. C. Bennett believed to have been donning the aviators 
garb and preparing to explore the nebulous vacuum. Working 
with rope, engine, and seasoned ash, on the 3rd floor of the H. E. 
Wilcox Motor Car Company plant on Marshall St. N.E. is a 
collection of framework rope, wires, and appliances suitable for 
aviation only. It is not unlike the aeroplane used by the Wright 
Brothers. Ventures into every new field of sport is a trait of 
the family—Ralph and his brother, Arch, were in the Minneapo- 
lis bicycle game. Harry E. Wilcox was a pioneer in sailing and 
ice-boating. The Wilcoxes were the first to start the automobile 
craze in Minneapolis, and through force of circumstances, Harry 
and Ralph Wilcox and A. C. Bennett brought the first motorcar 
overland from Chicago, with a record in a two cylinder machine 
of 44% hours, a time which has not been materially lowered since. 
(from Mpls. Journal, 1908) 
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The exhaust manifold does not look quite as well designed as the type shown Here are some of the many brass accessories. The six bladed fan and its 

in the CARRICO advertisement. It probably did simplify layout of the mounting, the Mosler timer, the tappet guides, the high tension conduit and 

exhaust train. The brass intake manifold and Universal carburetor are the Kinsey oiler. This picture also clearly shows the rod attached to the 

mounted on the same side. rocker arm of the second cylinder. This rod actuated the oiler through a 
ratchet device. 


— 


bee | 


4 
4 
: 
> 
t 
+] 
e 
sy 
n 
e 
b 
4 
y 
3, : 
nO 
1 i 
Z | me 
- / THEW OL. E. << 
| : . 
. aad EC las yhegeyy F 
P| Rees Br. WucoxMotorCarCo.: 
h  Minosecrot Minne apo.rs, Minn. 7. SA, 
s. : - 
Y= j 
e 
aa & 
a | ce 
ir ee 
d | * 
d | one 
re | ra 
h- eo 
°, x 
h oa 
al 
ly wins 
—_ 
rs 
rs 
T4 | 
E. : 
a | 
or ; 
nt F ie 
of | bs gt “ 
o- Z 
a This picture shows the simple straight rear axle with its full elliptic springs. More brass! The brake lever and the progressive shift gear lever are of solid 
aoe The spare tire adds its part to the “brassiness” of the Wolfe with its three brass and are reminiscent of Maxwell. The four unit coil box may be seen. 
ma brackets. The wooden body appears to contain a tool or luggage compart- This picture also shows the brass pedals and the shallow cowled dashboard. 
“a ment under the seat. At the time these pictures were made Mr. Jones did not have the correct 


sidelights. 
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The front mounted tie rod and straight front axle are clearly seen here. The 
fan and most of the engine may be seen through the very simple mesh of the 


grille. The great height, about eight feet, of the car and its unusual road 
clearance are apparent. 
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Four-Cylinder, 4x4. 20-24H.P. Blue prints, catalogs and quotations 
furnished to responsible manufacturers on request. 


The writer drove one of your engines 
last season and found it so satisfactory 
that we decided to adopt same when 
company was Organized. This we think 
expresses our opinion pretty thoroughly. 
The engine is quiet and handles perfectly 
at low engine , and very seldom 
fails to start on the spark. We are satis- 
fied for a medium weight car it is the 
equal of wee 2 the market. 

H. E. WILCOX MOTOR CAR CO. 

Maurice Wolfe, Sec. and Mer. 


MINNEAPOLIS JOURNAL Aug. 29, 1909 6:5 

WILCOX COMPANY TO EMPLOY ONE THOUSAND 
Recapitalized at one million dollars 

New plant expects big business in 1910 

Orders have been given by H. E. Wilcox Motor Car Company for 
a new 4 story brick building 300 ft. long and 80 ft. deep adijoin- 
ing their present location. The company has been reorganized 
and will reincorporate for $1,000,000.00. 

John F. Wilcox, father of H. E. Wilcox, and C. H. Davidson of 
Carrington, N. D. supply the majority of the capital. 

Judge W. R. Cray. attorney and secretary of the company, owns 
some stock, and will continue as secretary. 

“We will cont'nue as a closed cornvoration and have no stock to 
sell,” said H. E. Wilcox. “Mr. Davidson has invested a consider- 
able capital and will become an officer. We will treble the size 
of the plant. F. W. Strong, Welch car of Pontiac, Michigan, will 
have an important position. We will expand from our present 
50 men to one thousand because we intend to do mre of our 
own manufacturing and less buying outside. This machine grew 
out of my making a few machines myself, several years ago— 
I intended them for my own use. Then I made more and started 
a little factory. My lumber business and sash and door business 
have grown, but not with the rapidity of the automobile 
enterprise.” 

One part of the new building will be reserved for general offices 
of the H. E. Wilcox Motor Car Company, another part for the 
John F. Wilcox Co. (Sesh and Door Manufacturers), and the 
Wilcox Brothers, retail lumber dealers. 


John F. Wilcox came to Minneapolis from Akron, Ohio, where 
he was born on‘April 7, 1873. “Grandfather,” as he is referred to 
by his family, started out in the Sash and Door Business at 
1930 Marshall St. N.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota. Together with 
his sons, Harry E. and Ralph D., he founded the H. E. Wilcox 
Motor Car Co. Since “Grandfather” had been a great car en- 
thusiast, perhaps the first to own a car in Minneapolis, his 
hobby eventuated in the building, designing, and manufacturing 
of the Wolfe air cooled car. The Wilcox boys, especially Harry 
E., brought up in this environment, were also eager, progressive, 
and visionary. There are pictures of them in the Minneapolis 
Journal on bicycles, driving and racing with their cars, building 
planes, and finally building trucks. One picture from the Journal 
shows Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Wilcox in 1900 traveling from 
Minneapolis to Lake Minnetonka, a distance of 21 miles, in 3 
hours in their steam “Mobile.” Another story from the 1902 
Minneapolis Journal tells of how Harry E. Wilcox motored back 
from Chicago in 5 days, being somewhat delayed each time he 
passed a disturbed horse and buggy. In 1905 Harry E. Wilcox 
won the one mile race in 6 minutes and 10 seconds at the 
Minnesota State Fair in his 2 cylinder “Winton.” Harry was also 
very enthusiastic about staging automobile shows, which he 
headed as Manager for a number of years. 

There were only some 200 Wolfe cars manufactured between 
1907 and 1909, when the H. E. Wilcox Motor Car Company turned 
from the manufacture of pleasure cars to busses and trucks. The 
first Minneapolis-made bus was a Wilcox, which ran from Min- 
neapolis to Robbinsdale in 1909. 

The “Wilcox Trux” as they were known were manufactured 
in Minneapolis until 1920. There is a record of one Wilcox truck 
which operated in the Twin Cities area for 30 years, which is a 
tribute to their quality. All of the original founders are now 
deceased. Harry’s son, John F. Wilcox, named after “Grand- 
father,” passed away last year. His widow, Mrs. Charlie May 
Wilcox, resides at Crescent Beach, Excelsior, Minnesota. Harry 
E. Wilcox’s sister, Mrs. C. L. Keator, still resides at Old Orchard, 
Lake Minnetonka, and it was a great pleasure for the writer to 
speak with her and hear about those wonderful early years that 
are now automobile legend. 


—Vince Jones and Robert Russell 
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The John Burns Column was formerly personally conducted by the late Mr. Burns. 


by members. 


All correspondence for this column should be direct with 
Cumberland, Maryland. You will be expected to furnish this office with copies of your 
questions and the answers for possible inclusion in this column. 


It is now handled by a board of Franklin engineers and special experts who, out of 
their wide experience, will undertake to assist members with their technical problems. 
In addition it will from time to time, as before, contain tips and suggestions sent in 


the Editorial Office at 


A DECENT AIR FILTER 


“THE PAPER FILTERS used in 1961 are very efficient—much 
more so than those used on Franklin cars. The paper cleaners 
of today are about as perfect as one could ever expect to find.” 
Thus commented Carl Doman in a recent letter. 

At least three HHFC members, all of whom keep their 
Franklins in regular service, have installed paper filters, in 
recognition of this superiority. Most paper filters, being designed 
for use with downdraft carburetors, are short and stout, and are 
therefore difficult to adapt to the limited dimensions imposed 
by the updraft carburetor of the Franklin, unless a long flexible 
pipe is used. One filter, however, the Fram FA70-1PL, is long 
and thin in shape, and will fit neatly on the carburetor’s air 
intake, with room to spare. It delivers 200 cubic feet of air per 
minute, which is just enough for the side-draft Franklin engine, 
according to the specification table provided in the catalog. The 
only adaptation necessary is to replace its 1%” mouth with one 
that will fit on your carburetor. I used the mouth from my dis- 
carded supercharger for this purpose. This new filter was in- 
stalled on my Series 19 just before a 3000 mile trip last summer, 
and gave an entirely satisfactory performance. 

—Clifford Boram 


NO WATER FOR HARRY 
THE LAST ISSUE mentioned the procedure of pouring water on 
the fuel pump to relieve vapor lock. This brought on violent 
shudders to V.P. Harry Moore, he was horrified at the 
thought of using water on a Franklin. His neighbors claim 
he doesn’t even wash the Pirate, he has it dry cleaned! Harry 
offers the following method of curing vapor lock. 

“The regular cover to the fuel pump (1931) has two flat brass, 
hexagon caps over the little micarta valves. If the back cover, 
engine side, is replaced with a dome it will cure the trouble. I 
have never known anyone who used this dome to be troubled 
with vapor lock again. The troublesome air bubble is trapped by 
the dome instead of stopping the flow. The dome is an AC part. 
The cover with this dome is also a regular Plymouth and Chev- 
rolet part used on their 1937, 1938 and possibly later cars. Leonard 
Aquilino reports the 1938 Plymouth parts number as being 659488 
for the fuel pump and 639102 for the dome alone, A.C. Number 
is 1522995. A precaution to keep in mind is not to idle too slowly 
for any length of time in very hot weather. 


Another way to prevent vapor lock is to install a small 
Carter filter bowl between the carburetor and the fuel pump, it 
must, of course, be installed upside down. This arrangement will 
also do the trick on engines fitted with a vacuum tank. 

There is also a gadget called the VAPO-DOM, that looks a 
bit like a miniature Franklin cylinder, that may be installed in 
the same way as the inverted filter. It works on the same prin- 
cipal and equally well. 

The Chevrolet pump cover will also fit the 1929 and 1930 
engines though the bottom of the pumps are not the same, all 
that is necessary is to use an elbow on the outlet side. 

Please, let’s keep our Franklins pure, no water!” 


A MODIFIED MANIFOLD 
MEMBER J. L. LOPER of Fort Lauderdale acquired a 1910 D 
that lacked much in performance. It had a plumber’s dream 
of an improvised intake manifold. He installed a manifold 
suggested by Mr. Earl Buchman. 

“I made a new manifold, raising the Stromberg carburetor 
about five inches. 

“There is quite an improvement in engine performance since 
changing carburetor and installing the new manifold.” 

As the picture on the engine stand indicates the manifold 
that came with the car is a weird and undoubtedly inefficient 
affair. It is reminiscent of the exhaust layout on a 1905 cross 
engine. The other picture of the engine installed in the frame 
gives a good idea of the redesigned manifold. The elbows of the 
old manifold were used in the construction of the new one. 
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T PLACE 


Classified advertisements are free to members, subject to 
available space. Advertisements from non-members may be 
accepted, without charge, at the discretion of the Classified 
Editor. 


Members are reminded that misrepresentation in advertise- 
ments may result in their being dropped from the Club rolls. 
They are further reminded that the publishing of their adver- 
tisements entails an obligation to answer all inquiries. 


Box 535, Cumberland, Maryland 


FOR SALE 


FOR LADIES ONLY: Early costumes, hats, dresses, suits, 
gloves, bags and magazines. Helpful to state sizes, year or 
era and color preference. Mrs. Frank Deakin, Middletown, 
Iowa. 


1924 108 OPERA COUPE. Four new tires and tubes. New nickle 
plating and refinished in very dark green. Professionally 
reupholstered, including headliner, with genuine brown mo- 
hair. A former Odell car. Price $1200. Frank Deakin, 
Middletown, Iowa. 


1983 SERIES 16 AIRMAN fourdoor sedan. Unrestored except for 
new paint. Lack of storage space. Price $450.00. Arnold 
Franklin Bayer, 419 West Union Avenue, Bound Brook, New 
Jersey. 


1929 ENGINE PARTS: Large assortment. 
Davis Avenue, Elkins, W. Virginia. 


Willis Baer, 222 


1929 VICTORIA BROUGHAM body only, with platform trunk. 
Very good condition. Price $200.00. Frederic E. Jones, 119 
Farmington Avenue, Farmington, Connecticut. 


PARTS FOR 1930 AND LATER: Cylinders and heads, transmis- 
sions, 1 with free wheeling inside, 1 with it outside; gears 
in perfect condition. Olympic clutches, crankcase and shaft. 
Rear end for 163. Sedan deors and other parts. Joseph 
James, 552 Woodland Drive, S. Hempstead, L. I. 


1981 DIETRICH SPEEDSTER 4 door sedan. Repainted Brew- 
ster green and a new white top. All leather upholstery, 
excellent condition. Needs valve work and some plating. 
Price $400.00. Ian M. Drummond, University of Toronto, 
273 Bloor Street West, Toronto, Canada. Car is stored in 
New Haven. 


1988 OR 1982 16B AIRMAN four door sedan in excellent running 
condition. Repainted in original tan and brown. Original 
upholstery, nearly perfect. Good tires. Twin sidemounts. 
Price $650.00. Jack Behn, Tashua Road, Monroe, Connectciut. 


1929 FOUR DOOR SEDAN, Series 130. Perfect throughout. Engine 
completely rebuilt in Fall of 1960. Price $1000.00. E. A. 
Holekamp, Skinker and Olive Street Road, St. Louis 30, 
Missouri. 


WANTED 


FOR 11A BOATTAIL a hammered copper emblem with the Old 
English F. R. H. DeHart, 295 West Emerson Street, Melrose 
76, Massachusetts. 


FOR 1919 SERIES 9B touring: Windshield frame and posts and 
aluminum cowl mounting for same. Headlamp lenses and 
rims. Henry H. Gray, 822 East Hunter, Bloomington, Indiana. 


HEADLIGHT LENSES. Marked Legalite Pat’d Dec. 12, 1916. 
(The car appears to be a 9B—ED.) Reidar A. Berg, Hedge- 
haugsvn 22, Oslo Norway. 


LEADS 


19382 COUPE SERIES 16 complete, running, rusty and rotten. 
Reasonable offer. Located in Glen Burnie, Maryland. Con- 
tact Frank B. Ober, Jr., Monkton, Maryland. 


1982 SEDAN in good running condition. Good tires and paint job. 
Carries Virginia inspection sticker. Contact Mrs. Harold F. 
Thomas, 2128 North Stafford Street, Arlington 7, Virginia. 


Member William B. Hamlin offers these 
attractive Franklin decals at three for a 
dollar. The oval has a bright red background. 
Order from 228 East Rosewood Court, Ontario, 
California. 


WILKINSON AND SHARP 
Restoration Specialtists 


Philmont Avenue and County 
Line Road 


Feastervile, Pennsylvania 
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The deCausse Landaulet is here shown fully closed. This fine picture as well as the one shown with 
the Hubbard article were loaned by Howard Franklin. 
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THE FRANKLIN TRUCK 
Capacity, 2000 Pounds 


The Franklin motor, being air-cooled, is preeminently fitted for com- 
mercial car work. Cooling is direct and positive; overheating is im- 
possible; there is nothing to freeze. ‘The cooling system is simplicity 
itself. “There is nothing to get out of order and consequently nothing 
which requires attention. “The unnecessary weight and mechanism of 
the water-cooled motor with attendant troubles are eliminated. 

Franklin trucks, with capacity loads, weigh less than many touring 
cars. Light weight, strength, flexibility and pneumatic tires of large size 
are features of Franklin construction. Experience has demonstrated that 
pneumatic tires on commercial vehicles are superior to solid tires in that 
a higher average speed can be maintained with a minimum of jar to the 
load and vehicle, which results in greater efficiency toyether with a low 
cost of maintenance and depreciation. 


The total cost of upkeep of a truck when equipped with 
pneumatic tires of proper size is less than when solid tires are 
used. And there are also fewer interruptions to the service. 


Prices and general information Trucks, Police Patrol Cars, 
will be furnished on request. Passenger Busses, Taxicabs. 


H H FRANKLIN MANUFACTURING COMPANY Syracuse N Y 
Licensed under Selden Patent 
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